St Mary's Catholic Primary School,
Selby

Loving, Laughing, & Learning in the Light of The
Lord.

Autumnl 25 September 2026

Dear Parents, Carers and Families,

A very warm welcome back to school as we begin our Autumn
term. | hope you all enjoyed a restful summer and had the
opportunity to spend valuable time with family and friends. 1

pportunity to sp d % HAVE A
The Autumn term is always one of the busiest and most exciting Goop UEEK
times of the school year. It is a term filled with opportunities for
new learning, celebration and achievement. Across the school,
children will be taking part in a wide range of enriching activities, educational visits,
sporting events, performances and special celebrations that help to create lasting
memories. The calendar is already filled and we look forward to welcoming you into
school for all events.

We would like to extend a very warm welcome to all of the children and families who
will be joining St Mary's as our new starters in Early Years. We are delighted that you
have chosen to become part of St Mary’s family and we look forward to getting to
know each and every one of you over the coming months.

Starting school is a very special milestone, and we understand that it can bring a
mixture of excitement and apprehension for both children and parents. At St Mary's,
we pride ourselves on providing a nurturing, caring and inclusive environment where
every child is known, valued and encouraged to reach their full potential. Through
our strong Catholic ethos, high expectations and exciting curriculum, we help
children to grow academically, socially, emotionally and spiritually.

| continue to be incredibly proud of our pupils, who demonstrate our school values
each and every day through their kindness, determination and enthusiasm for
learning. Their achievements, both in and out of the classroom, reflect the strong
partnership that exists between home and school, and | would like to thank you for
your ongoing support.

Thank you for being part of our wonderful school community. Together, we will
continue to ensure that every child is known, valued and supported to flourish. | look
forward to all that we will achieve together this year.

With every blessing,
Mrs Bird

ALLERGY REMINDER Please be reminded that the
school operates a ‘no nut’ policy. Please bear this in
mind when sending snacks into school. Thank you.




WHAT’S HAPPENING?

HIGH SCHOOL OPEN EVENINGS

Our local high schools are now advertising their open evening for Year 6 pupils
moving up to Secondary school in September 2027. Here are the dates.

BARLBY HIGH SCHOOL WEDNESDAY 30 SEPTEMBER 6.00PM - 8.00PM

SNAITH HIGH SCHOOL THURSDAY 1 OCTOBER 4.30PM - 7.30PM
BRAYTON ACADEMY THURSDAY 8 OCTOBER 5.00PM - 8.00PM
READ SCHOOL, DRAX SATURDAY 3 OCTOBER 9.30AM - 1.00PM

Please check individual school websites for more details.

Selby Music Centre takes place on term time Saturday mornings at Barlby and Osgodby Methodist Church and we
would like to invite your children to take part!

8.45 -9.30 Selby Music Makers - a fun group for ages 4 to 6 to develop general musical skills and introduce children
to different musical instruments during the year to start them off on their musical journeys.

% » Beginner keyboards group —9.45 — 10.15 and
beginner violin group — 11.15 — 11.45 - free taster sessions available and then a small fee payable

after half term. This is an inexpensive way to explore learning an instrument and to get ready for

‘.,r_*j?‘r “proper” lessons! Places are limited so please get in touch.
Fi

We offer free taster sessions until half term:

9.45 — 11.00 These groups are all for beginners to grade 2; guitar and ukulele group, wind group (woodwind and
brass), strings and keyboards group. Theory lessons — free to those already in a group.

11.15 — 12.30 Selby Youth Choir singing a mix of pop and traditional songs, adding
harmony and opportunities for soloists (ages 7 - 14) plus our groups for Grade 2 and o T
above which are the Selby Small Orchestra for Strings and woodwind, and the Folk/rock ;‘;.iﬁ
group (guitars, keyboards, woodwind, percussion). 1

Selby Music Centre is part of the North Yorkshire Music Service
Contact: helen.moulds@northyorks.covuk northyorkshiremusichub.co.uk
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WHAT’S HAPPENING?
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spotlight on Succes,

From classroom wins to after-school adventures,
ClassDojo has it all - take a peek and join the excitement!




REMINDERS

SICKNESS

If your child has sickness and/or diarrhea please remember that they must be absent
from school for 48 hours after the last episode of sickness and/or diarrhea.

MEDICAL APPOINTMENTS

Please make sure that you inform the school office if your child has a medical
appointment, please show proof of appointment when dropping off or collecting your
child.

EARRINGS

Please be reminded that earrings must be removed for PE & Swimming lessons. If
your child cannot remove their earrings they will not be able to take part in sport
lessons. If necessary, please remove earrings at home before your child comes to
school

HAPPY BEES CANCELLATIONS/BOOKINGS

Parents are not able to make cancellations through Arbor. If you need to make a
cancellation please call the school office or send an email to admin@sm.bkcat.uk

HAPPY BEES DETAILS & OPENING TIMES

Opening times for Happy Bees are 7.45am - 8.45am for breakfast club,
3.15pm - 6pm for after school club.

We cannot accept children before 7.45am and ask that children are collected before
6pm, our insurance does not cover us outside of these times.

SCHOOL DINNERS

School lunches are now made through Arbor, you must pay for meals in advance. If
your child is absent you will not be charged for that days meal.

HOME TIME PICK UP

If your child is getting picked up by somebody different or is going home with another
child, please can you make sure that the class teacher or school office are aware.

Also, if your child is allowed to walk home on their own, please let the school know in
writing or via email so that we can put this on their record.

Thank you.




SCHOOL LUNCHES

MENU CHANGE—THURSDAY 1 OCTOBER 2026

MAIN MEAL - ALL DAY BREAKFAST

SANDWICH - CHEESE PANINI

NO JACKET POTATO OPTION

Please order through Arbor, the options on Arbor will be as normal but the
above options will be served. Apologies for any confusion caused.
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Attendance Matters

Our school attendance target for each class is 96%.

Classes are rewarded for achieving the highest attendance for the week.

Reception

Week ending Week ending Week Ending

Friday 11 Sept 2026 Friday 18 Sept 2026 Friday 25 Sept 2026

Year 1

Year 2

Year 3

Year 4

Year 5

Year 6

Whole School

The school national average attendance: 96.2%

What do these figures mean?

100%

99%

97% - 99%

95% - 97%

90% - 95%

90% and below

Outstanding
Excellent
Very good
Satisfactory
Poor

Persistent Absence — Intervention and Support Required




Important Upcoming

Dates
Date Event Details

29 Sept 26 Phon.|cs Information 3.15pm for all Reception parents

Session
30 Sept 26 | Year 6 Residential 3 Day trip to Bewerley Park (Wed-Fri)

Open Afternoon September 2027 intake, contact school office to book a
1 Oct 26

1.30pm-3pm place.
9 Oct 26 World Mental Health Day Wear yellow in school - £1.00
19 Oct 26 Parents Evening EYFS, Y3, Y4 & Y5 - Bookings will be made through Arbor
21 Oct 26 | Parents Evening Y1,Y2, Y5 & Y6 - Bookings will be made through Arbor
22 Oct 26 | Training Day School Closed to Pupils
23 Oct 26 | Half Term Week
2 Nov 26 School Re-opens School opens at 8.45am (Happy Bees 7.45am)
18 Nov 26 | Wreath Making Workshop 3.15F)m-4.30pm (See newsletter & Class Dojo for more

details)

23 Nov 26 | Christmas Market 3.15pm—5.00pm More details to follow
2 Dec 26 Christmas Dinner Order through the Arbor app.
3 Dec 26 Nativity Performance 10am & 2pm
7 Dec 26 Grandparents Party 2.00pm—3.15pm
14 Dec 26 | Christmas Party EYFS, Yr1 &Yr2
15 Dec 26 | Christmas Party Yr5&Yr6
16 Dec 26 | Christmas Party Yr3&Yr4
18 Dec 26 | Christmas Holidays School closes at 3.15pm
4 Jan 27 Training Day School Closed to Pupils
5 Jan 27 School Re-opens School opens at 8.45am (Happy Bees 7.45am)

More dates to follow, please keep checking the list.




As a school, we take safeguarding very seriously. If you feel you have any concerns

Mrs Louise Bird

Miss Steph Taylor

Mrs Beth Cooper

Mrs Suzanne Sweeting

p/

,“MAN

regarding a child then please speak to one of our Designated Safeguarding Leads.

Designated Safeguarding Lead
Deputy DSL
Deputy DSL

Safeguarding Governor
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strategies to help children and young people recognise, manoge and recover from stress in healthy woays.
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Term Dates 2026/27

Autumn Term 2026

Tuesday 8 September 2026

School opens

Thursday 22 October 2026

Monday 2 November 2026

School closes for half term

School opens

Friday 18 December 2026

School closes for Christmas Holidays

Spring Term 2027

Tuesday 5 January 2027

School opens

Friday 5 February 2027

Monday 15 February 2027

School closes for half term

School opens

Thursday 19 March 2027

School closes for Easter Holidays

Summer Term 2027

Monday 5 April 2027

School opens

Monday 3 May 2027

School closed for May Day

Friday 28 May 2027

Tuesday 8 June 2027

School closes for half term

School opens

Friday 23 July 2027

School closes for Summer Holidays

Monday 7 September 2026 |Friday 23 October 2026 Monday 4 January 2027

Monday 7 June 2027 Monday 26 July 2027




