
English - Writing Curriculum at St Mary’s Catholic Primary School 

Intent 

To give each child access to a broad and balanced English curriculum. In addition to following the NC and statutory guidance, the children build upon prior taught 

knowledge and skills, from each year into the next, to enable them to build the maturity and increase the complexity of their writing. They can then use this to create 

links, themes and patterns within and between their work. In essence, build and layer the skills needed to develop their own writer’s voice. 

Implementation 

Children are taught in a daily English lesson following units related to the audience and purpose of their writing. Each unit will consist of the development and 

practise of skills needed to write cohesively and with at increased length. Children have the opportunity to develop their writing stamina in weekly extended 

writing sessions linked to their English unit, their class text and/or their topic work. 

Impact 

Children leave St Mary’s with a broad understanding of authors intent, genre and purpose for writing. They are able to choose the formality tone and tools to use 

depending on their audience. Children enjoy writing fiction and non-fiction and can play with words through poetry and prose. 

Pupil’s will study 

Reception Communication and 

Language 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Physical Development 

 

 

 

The development of children’s spoken language underpins all seven areas of learning and development. Children’s back-and-forth 

interactions from an early age form the foundations for language and cognitive development. The number and quality of the 

conversations they have with adults and peers throughout the day in a language-rich environment is crucial. By commenting on what 

children are interested in or doing, and echoing back what they say with new vocabulary added, practitioners will build children's 

language effectively. Reading frequently to children, and engaging them actively in stories, non-fiction, rhymes and poems, and then 

providing them with extensive opportunities to use and embed new words in a range of contexts, will give children the opportunity to 

thrive. Through conversation, story-telling and role play, where children share their ideas with support and modelling from their 

teacher, and sensitive questioning that invites them to elaborate, children become comfortable using a rich range of vocabulary and 

language structures. 

Fine motor control and precision helps with hand-eye co-ordination, which is later linked to early literacy. Repeated and varied 

opportunities to explore and play with small world activities, puzzles, arts and crafts and the practice of using small tools, with 

feedback and support from adults, allow children to develop proficiency, control and confidence 

ELG 

Communication and 

language 
Writing 

Children at the expected level of development will: - Write recognisable letters, most of which are correctly formed; - 

Spell words by identifying sounds in them and representing the sounds with a letter or letters; - Write simple phrases 

and sentences that can be read by others 

 

Physical 

Development 

Fine 

Motor 

Children at the expected level of development will: - Hold a pencil effectively in preparation for fluent writing – using the 

tripod grip in almost all cases; 



Skills 

 

Year One Year Two Year Three Year Four Year Five Year Six 

Captions 

Lists 

Phrases 

Simple sentences 

demarcated correctly 

Sentences sequenced 

in chronological 

order 

Use of conjunctions 

beginning- and 

because 

Ask questions in their 

writing 

Collect rhyming 

words 

 

Edit by re-reading to 

check their work 

makes sense 

Simple sentences 

Complex sentences 

Use conjunctions such as 

and, but, because, when, if 

or. 

Temporal conjunctions to 

link ideas 

Adjectives to add detail 

Expanded Noun phrases 

Write exclamatory 

sentences. 

Begin using reported 

speech. 

Write about real events 

Write about other’s life 

events – real or imaginary. 

Write poetry using similes 

 

Edit to check for spelling 

and that verbs are in the 

correct tense. 

Paragraphs containing one 

main idea 

Linking ideas with frontal 

adverbials. 

Synonyms chosen to avoid 

repetition  

Ambitious vocabulary 

relative to the topic 

Subordinate clauses linked 

with conjunctions 

Describe settings 

Describe characters using 

relative clauses 

Sub headings to organise 

non-fiction 

Use pronouns to avoid 

repetition 

Alliteration and 

onomatopoeia in poetry 

Edit own work to check for 

repetition and imagery 

Complex sentence 

structure including 

embedded clauses 

Adverbials and Verbs 

chosen to create an effect 

on the reader Paragraphs 

organised by a theme 

rather than just an idea. 

Bullet points used to 

organise non-fiction 

Accurate use of pronouns 

– personal and possessive 

Multi-clause sentences. 

Ambitious vocabulary 

Longer pieces show 

developed stamina  

In poetry use 

personification  

Edit own work to change 

sentence structure to 

emphasis main ideas 

Formal scientific writing 

Sentences using all types of 

parenthesis including brackets, 

commas and dashes. Active and 

passive voice chosen for effect. 

Sustained stamina in writing. 

Cohesion between paragraphs 

using fronted adverbials, 

pronouns, prepositional clauses, 

subordinate clauses. Using own 

research for non-fiction and 

organising it appropriately for 

the reader Develop characters 

throughout narrative. Use direct 

and reported speech accurately. 

Narrative poetry and poetry 

styles from other cultures 

Edit own work for accuracy and 

ambiguity 

Choose the appropriate level of 

formality for the audience 

SVO order chosen for effect. 

Punctuation and sentence structure 

chosen for effect on the reader. 

Ambiguity avoided  

A theme interwoven through 

paragraphs in longer pieces. 

Setting descriptions reflect mood 

and feelings. Characters are 

described and their thoughts, speech 

and actions are closely linked to 

their personalities. 

Use speech to move the action 

forward. Use direct and reported 

speech effectively. 

Use the range of punctuation taught 

in KS2for effect on the reader 

including  ; : .  

Edit own work to ensure a chosen 

effect is made on the reader. 

Progression by skills 

Writing to Entertain 

 Year 1 Year 2 Lower KS2 Upper KS2 

Example Texts The Owl Who Was Afraid 

of the Dark 

Traction Man The Sheep-pig 

The Hodge-heg 

The Hobbit 

Kensuke’s Kingdom 

Possible text types  

Rhyming words 

Retellings 

3-part narratives 

 

Shape poems 

Poetry using similes 

3 part narrative 

Traditional tale 

Descriptions of settings 

characters and objects 

Writing in character 

 

Poetry including onomatopoeia 

 Poetry using personification 

Stories 

Description of characters 

Writing in role 

Letters 

Diary entry 

Narrative poetry Blackout poetry 

WWI poems 

Narratives 

Descriptive writing 

Writing in role 

Missing/next chapter in an author’s style 

5 part narrative 

Myths and legends 



Setting description 

Play-script 

Myths and legends 

Stories with a meaning 

Themes running through narrative 

Stories with a flashback 

1
st

 person narrative 

Sentence structure 

and key vocabulary 

Capital letters 

Full stops 

Simple sentences 

Chronological order 

Simple dialogue 

Detailed description 

Paragraphs organised in time 

sequence 

Fronted adverbials 

Commas to separate clauses 

Detailed description 

Paragraphs organised by theme 

Cohesion between paragraphs 

Dialogue to advance the action 

Grammatical features 

and key vocabulary 

Question marks 

Exclamation marks 

adjectives 

Exclamation sentences 

Progressive form 

Expanded noun phrases 

Coordinating conjunctions 

Expanded noun phrases 

Subordinate clauses 

Nouns and pronouns for clarity 

and to avoid repetition. 

Apostrophes for possession 

Variety of clause types used. 

Colons to add detail in a new clause. 

Semi-colons to link clauses. 

Writing to Persuade 

 Year 1 Year 2 Lower KS2 Upper KS2 

Example Texts Fruit Disco Who’s afraid of the Big Bad 

Wolf? 

The Iron Man 

Charlotte’s Web 

The Miraculous Journey of Edward 

Tulane 

Possible text types  

Sharing opinions 

Poster 

 

Book Reviews 

Poster 

 

Advert 

Poster  

Holiday brochure 

letters 

 

Book Reviews 

 Formal Letters 

Speech 

Advice letter 

Persuasive Article 

Poster 

Campaign speech 

Sentence structure and 

key vocabulary 

questions Conjunctions 

Adverbials of time 

Imperative Verbs 

Rhetorical Questions 

Noun phrases 

Relative Clauses 

Fronted Adverbials 

Reported speech 

Use of 2
nd

 person 

Personal pronouns 

Planned repetition 

Facts and statistics 

Emotive language 

Hyperbole 

Modal verbs 

Subjunctive form 

Grammatical features 

and key vocabulary 

Full stops 

Exclamation Marks 

? ! for questions and 

exclamatory sentences 

Capital Letters for proper nouns 

Commas to mark relative clauses 

Colons to introduce lists 

Semi-colon to separate items in a list 



adjectives Commas to mark fronted adverbials 

and subordinate clauses. 

Synonyms and antonyms 

adjectives 

Brackets and dashes to mark 

parenthesis 

Semi-colons to link clauses. 

Writing to Inform 

 Year 1 Year 2 Lower KS2 Upper KS2 

Example Texts   Savage Stone Age 

The Abominables 

My secret war diary 

The Explorer 

Possible text types Recount 

Instructions 

Warning Poster 

Recount 

Letter 

Instructions 

Non-chronological Report  

Explanation Text 

Recount 

Letter 

Biography 

Newspaper article 

Fact-file 

Report 

Recount 

Biography 

Newspaper Article 

Essay 

Letter home 

Biography 

Informal letter 

Formal complaint/request letter 

 

Sentence structure and 

key vocabulary 

Finger spaces 

Full stops 

Past tense 

Exclamation sentences 

Paragraphs 

Subheadings 

Bullet points 

Text styles for effect – bold, 

underline, italic 

Expanded noun phrases 

Passive voice 

Active voice 

Colons to link related clauses 

 

Grammatical features 

and key vocabulary 

Conjunction because/and Conjunctions  

Apostrophes to show omission 

Expanded noun phrases 

Commas for lists 

Relative clauses 

Present perfect tense 

Brackets and dashes to explain technical 

vocabulary 

Semi-colons for complex lists 

Semi-colons when using bullet points 

 

 

Writing to Discuss 

 Year 1 Year 2 Lower KS2 Upper KS2 

Example Texts  Flat Stanley The firework makers Daughter 

BFG 

Friend or Foe 

Journey to the River Sea 

Wolf Brother 

Possible text types Descriptions of pictures 

and photographs 

Book review 

Blog post 

 

Balanced report 

Newspaper Article 

Sports Reviews 

Balanced Argument 

Newspaper Article 

Review 



Wiki page Formal complaint letter 

Sentence structure and 

key vocabulary 

Simple sentences Complex sentences Parenthesis 

Adverbials 

Commas to mark clauses  

Relative clauses 

Adverbials for cohesion 

Commas to avoid ambiguity 

Passive voice 

Grammatical features 

and key vocabulary 

Conjunctions –  because Conjunctions - if Emotive language 

parenthesis 

Model verbs 

Subjunctive form 

Dashes for emphasis 

Semi-colons to mark related clauses 

 

 

Assessment 

Year One Year Two Year Three Year Four Year Five Year Six 

 

Phonics Screening Test 

Pronunciation of real 

words and pseudo-

words Some of the 

graphemes used in the 

check represent a 

number of different 

phonemes. When 

decoding a real word in 

the check, the pupil has 

to select the correct 

phoneme for the word, 

for example the ‘ow’ in 

‘blow’ should not be 

pronounced as the ‘ow’ 
in ‘cow’. However, when 

decoding a pseudo-

word, all plausible 

alternative 

pronunciations are 

acceptable.  

 

The pupil can:  

• write simple, coherent narratives about 

personal experiences and those of others 

(real or fictional) 

 • write about real events, recording these 
simply and clearly  

• demarcate most sentences in their writing 
with capital letters and full stops, and use 

question marks correctly when required  

• use present and past tense mostly correctly 

and consistently  

• use co-ordination (e.g. or / and / but) and 

some subordination (e.g. when / if / that / 

because) to join clauses  

• segment spoken words into phonemes and 
represent these by graphemes, spelling many 

of these words correctly and making 

phonically-plausible attempts at others  

• spell many common exception words* 

 • form capital letters and digits of the correct 
size, orientation and relationship to one 

another and to lower-case letters  

• use spacing between words that reflects the 

Internal teacher assessment and 

moderation across the school and the 

Trust 

 

The pupil can:  

• write effectively for a range of purposes and 
audiences, selecting language that shows good 

awareness of the reader (e.g. the use of the first 

person in a diary; direct address in instructions 

and persuasive writing)  

• in narratives, describe settings, characters and 
atmosphere  

• integrate dialogue in narratives to convey 

character and advance the action 

• select vocabulary and grammatical structures 
that reflect what the writing requires, doing this 

mostly appropriately (e.g. using contracted forms 

in dialogues in narrative; using passive verbs to 

affect how information is presented; using modal 

verbs to suggest degrees of possibility)  

• use a range of devices to build cohesion (e.g. 
conjunctions, adverbials of time and place, 

pronouns, synonyms) within and across 

paragraphs 

 • use verb tenses consistently and correctly 
throughout their writing  

• use the range of punctuation taught at key 



size of the letters. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Working at greater depth  

The pupil can, after discussion with the 

teacher: 

 • write effectively and coherently for different 
purposes, drawing on their reading to inform 

the vocabulary and grammar of their writing  

• make simple additions, revisions and proof-
reading corrections to their own writing  

• use the punctuation taught at key stage 1 
mostly correctly^ 

 • spell most common exception words*  
• add suffixes to spell most words correctly in 
their writing (e.g. –ment, –ness, –ful, –less, –
ly)* 

 • use the diagonal and horizontal strokes 
needed to join some letters. 

stage 2 mostly correctly^ (e.g. inverted commas 

and other punctuation to indicate direct speech)  

• spell correctly most words from the year 5 / 

year 6 spelling list,* and use a dictionary to check 

the spelling of uncommon or more ambitious 

vocabulary  

• maintain legibility in joined handwriting when 
writing at speed. 2 

 

 

 

 

Working at greater depth  

The pupil can: 

 • write effectively for a range of purposes and 

audiences, selecting the appropriate form and 

drawing independently on what they have read as 

models for their own writing (e.g. literary 

language, characterisation, structure) 

 • distinguish between the language of speech and 
writing3 and choose the appropriate register 

 • exercise an assured and conscious control over 
levels of formality, particularly through 

manipulating grammar and vocabulary to achieve 

this 

 • use the range of punctuation taught at key 
stage 2 correctly (e.g. semi-colons, dashes, colons, 

hyphens) and, when necessary, use such 

punctuation precisely to enhance meaning and 

avoid ambiguity.^ 

 [There are no additional statements for spelling or 

handwriting] 

 


